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From the Principal:  Ms. Sollars
Hello MDE Family,

We have some exciting things coming up in October here at Mark Denman Elementary School.  Our staff and students are getting settled into their routines 
and Are learning a lot about each other. We have been focusing on our PBIS goals of being safe, kind and responsible, as well as, our avid goals of learning 
call backs And organization strategies. 

Our 4th grade students are experiencing nature through outdoor school; participating in hikes and exploration of our local parks. This month is also fire 
safety month. we will be having two fire safety days with the danville fire department. We will learn ways to be safe and prevent fires from happening. 
Mark Denman students will have picture day on wednesday, october 6. Pictures may be ordered by returning the order form and money or you can order 
online.  We are excited to be creating a yearbook for this school year that will include all of our students’ fall  pictures and activities throughout the year. 
Speaking of activities, our 4th graders are participating in volleyball and will soon be able to sign up for basketball.

We have all been working so hard over the past month and a half that it is time for a well deserved break! Danville district 118 will be going on fall break 
the week of october 11th to the 15th. We hope our students and staff will be able to relax and enjoy a short break before returning to finish out the semester. 
School will resume on monday, october 18th. 

Thank you for all of your support through the start of the school year, please connect with us on facebook and class dojo for important announcements and 
reminders. You can also subscribe to teacherease, which is a program that allows you to check your students grades and behavior logs at your convenience. 
Please contact your child’s teacher or the office to get signed up,  you will need a working email address to access this program. 
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Kindergarten
Thank you for all of your support! The kids are doing a great job wearing their masks and 
following the rules.  We are getting good at social distancing from our friends!

Feel free to call us anytime if you have any questions or concerns!  We are all also using 
DOJO!  Feel free to send us a message.  Please remember to check and empty your child’s 
book bag and folder each night.  Please send back any important papers and file all others.  

It is important to have a set bedtime for your child at night.  Many of the kids are tired in the 
mornings.  A good night’s rest makes for a great school day!  Also, please have your child at 
school on time every day!

We will be learning the letters Aa, Ss & Tt.  Our theme this month is “Rules at Home and 
School” and “Every Story Has Characters”.  We will begin learning how to read sight words.  
Our words for this month are:  like, the, we, go and see.  Please practice recognizing these 
words at home and learning how to use them in a sentence  It is very important that you 
reread all words and books that come home!  In Math we will be learning numbers 6 -10 and 
we will begin comparing numbers 0 - 10.  

We hope you have a relaxing Fall Break!
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1st Grade

Birth to 3

First Grade is looking forward to October!  Students are focusing on our PBIS 
Expectations:  Being Kind, Being Safe, and Being Responsible. 

 We need your help with Being Responsible!  Please make sure your child is 
bringing home and returning their green AVID folder each day.  The "return to 
school" side will have homework and papers that need to be completed and/or 
signed.  These papers need to be returned the next day.  The "keep at home" side 
should be cleaned out each evening.  These papers are for you to keep.  Together, 
we can teach your child the organizational skills they need to be successful in First 
Grade! 

PLEASE make sure your child is doing the homework assignments so they can get 
the extra practice they need for First Grade.  Students need to know their alphabet 
letters and sounds.  They also need to know how to identify numbers 1-20 and 
count to 120.  

These are skills that we are working daily on in class, but we also need your help at 
home!  

We look forward to meeting with you during the fall conferences, however, if you 
have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact your child's teacher.



2nd Grade 3rd Grade
Happy Fall from Second Grade!!

We have been hard at work in Second grade practicing our 
phonics and decoding skills, as well as, adding within 100 
using different strategies. We have been learning about fairytales and 
problems characters face in stories. 

Please continue to have your child practice their reading, and math for at 
least 15-20 minutes every night at home. The homework we send home on 
Monday should be worked on a little bit all week and then returned on 
Friday. 

Fall break will be coming up the week of October 11-15th. Any questions or 
concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact your child’s teacher.
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Happy Fall!  
Attendance is extremely important! Please make sure your student is here on time every 

day!  Third grade has Math first thing in the morning, so if your student is late they miss part of 
their Math core which places them behind. Of course, if your student is not feeling well or has a 
fever, please call them in to the attendance office. Mrs. Bacys is our attendance secretary. Her 
phone number is 444-3208.
 Communication folders and agendas come home every night.  Folders will contain notes, 
graded homework, and homework that needs to be returned.  Agendas should be signed by parents 
every night.  Homework should be completed and returned the next day.   Parents if you have not 
done so already, please join Class Dojo to communicate with your child’s teacher.

Reading fluency is key to becoming a great reader. Fluency is reading at an appropriate 
pace and with expression. With those things in place, students will learn to comprehend what they 
are reading. Please make sure your student is reading at least 15 minutes every night.
 Multiplication is a big Math topic in third grade. Students should be practicing their 
math multiplication facts at home every night. This will help with becoming more fluent in 
multiplication which will help them a lot during our Math core.
 With the weather changing, it is important to make sure students are dressed 
appropriately. We do go outside for recess daily. We will continue to go outside during this time 
unless the temperature drops. This time of year is a good time for a hooded sweatshirt and pants.
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4th Grade Specials
News from the Physical Education 
Department

We just finished our fitness test. The 
students worked hard and tried their 
best.

In October after the fall break, we will 
do skating. Permission slips have 
been sent home. Please sign and 
return them. Students must have the 
permission slips signed to skate. We 
will skate for two weeks and we 
always have a great time.

Enjoy the beautiful weather and 
spend as much time as you can 
outside.

Jana McKenna, Steven Dale, and 
Mihai Murineanu

P.E. Teachers

Happy Fall!  We have been working hard in 4th grade to get ourselves AVID 
ready!  We have been focusing on organizing our binders and writing in our 
agenda books!  Please continue to check the agenda book and sign it each 
night!  This is a great way for us to stay in communication and for you to 
know what your child is working on at school!  

This year, 4th grade is piloting a new Math program - Eureka Math!  So far 
it is going well and the kids are enjoying it!  It’s a different way to do 
Math but we feel it’s going to help them understand the Math concepts 
even more!  

We’ve been reading about observing nature and some of our classes got to 
put this into practice during their week at Outdoor School!  The other two 
classes will be observers of nature when they attend the first week of this 
month!  

Exciting things are happening in 4th grade!  As always we appreciate your 
support and involvement!  If you’ve not connected to our Class Dojo pages, 
please do so!  It’s a great way to stay involved and connected! 
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News from Music:
In our Music classes we have been having so much fun 
learning about many elements of Music. This includes steady 
beat, strong and weak beats, meters of 2, 3, and 4, and the 
musical alphabet.  

 We have learned what the meaning of Patriotic Music is as 
we prepare for Veterans Day, November 11, and the reasons 
why it’s such an important holiday. We have and will be 
listening to and learning several Patriotic songs.   

We have also touched upon songs with the Autumn or Fall 
Theme as well as Halloween. Ask your student to sing you a 
little of the song “Pumpkin Bones”.  It’s definitely a favorite.  
We continue to incorporate AVID strategies in Music Class 
and will be focusing on the songs “Power of Yet” and 
“YOU-nique”.

We encourage our MDE families to sing together as much as 
possible.  “A child who sings is a happy child” –Elder Enrique 
Falabella 
 
Ms. Sparks and Mr. Crow, MDE Music Teachers  



Pre-K Screening Dates for October
● October 7-Edgewood Church, 236 

Poland Rd., Danville

Principal’s Page K & 1st Grade 2nd & 3rd Grade 4th & Specials Birth to 3 AVID Social/Emotional Nurse Information PBIS Pictures

What exciting things did we do in September?
● We held our first Stress Management/Emotional Health Drop-In Group 

with Tanya our Mental Health Consultant via igrow FB chat room. 
●  Igrow B-3 program Welcomed a new Parent Educator Jennifer Wright 
●  Igrow B-3 Home visiting Program had our monthly virtual group 

connections on September 15, with guest presenters from the U of I 
extension.



W.I.C.O.R
Writing to learn

Inquiry
Collaboration
Organization

Reading to learn 

We stay organized by using binders, agendas, 
take-home folders, & graphic organizers!
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Tools you need to 
be a successful student!

Call-Backs



Social Workers: Ms. Mehegan & Mrs. Pribble

PicturesPBISInformationNurseSocial/EmotionalAVID4th & Specials2nd & 3rd GradeK & 1st GradePrincipal’s Page Birth to 3

October is National Bullying Prevention Month! 
This month of recognition reminds us that students, 
parents, teachers, and school administrators ALL 
play a role in preventing bullying. Positive change 
comes as we begin to emphasize respect and 
inclusion in our schools.

                    

Bullying is when someone is being hurt either by words or 
actions on purpose. This could look like name calling, making 
fun of someone, spreading rumors, leaving someone out, hitting, 
pushing, etc.

Bullying can happen anywhere. It can occur in your 
neighborhood, while going to school, at school, and 
even while on-line.

Recognize the warning signs that 
your child is involved in bullying.

Model/practice healthy social 
emotional skills at home

Notify a school staff member 
of any bullying
Develop clear expectations for 
how your student should treat 
others

Encourage your child to 
speak up if they or someone 
else is being bullied

Helpful Links: 
Get Help Now | StopBullying.gov
World Bullying Prevention Month | STOMP 
Out Bullying™

https://www.stopbullying.gov/resources/get-help-now
https://www.stompoutbullying.org/world-bullying-prevention-month
https://www.stompoutbullying.org/world-bullying-prevention-month


A Note from the Nurse…

Special Health Needs

If your child has any special health needs or problems, this should be communicated to the 
nurse.  This information is kept confidential and it can be very important to a successful 
experience in school.  Examples of such needs include:

1. Food Allergies
2. Bee Sting Allergies
3. Allergy to any other substances
4. Difficulty with vision, hearing or speech
5. Need for medication during school hours
6. Need for special aids such as crutches, walkers or wheelchairs, either on a temporary or 

permanent basis.

If your student has any of the following symptoms, please keep your child at home 
and call the school right away for further instructions: Sore throat, moderate to 
severe headache, cough, fever, vomiting or diarrhea.

MDE Nurses office 217-444-3205

Principal’s Page K & 1st Grade 2nd & 3rd Grade 4th & Specials AVID Social/Emotional Nurse Information PBIS PicturesBirth to 3



Mark Denman Elementary School
Grades K-4
Stacie Sollars, Principal
930 Colfax Avenue
Danville, IL 61832
Phone: (217) 444-3200

October Dates:
10/4-7 4th grade outdoor school
10/6 Fall pictures

Boe meeting 6:30
10/11-15 no school fall break
10/21-22 fire safety days
10/29 fall parties

Attendance Counts!

BE ON TIME EVERYDAY!
➢ Breakfast starts at 7:25
➢ In-class Instruction starts 

at 7:45
➢ Students are considered 

Tardy at 7:50.
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https://il50000642.schoolwires.net/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&ModuleInstanceID=1433&ViewID=7b97f7ed-8e5e-4120-848f-a8b4987d588f&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=1636&PageID=806
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MDE Moments
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Mark Denman Facebook

Mark Denman Website 

Class Dojo 

Click the pictures for direct links!
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iGROW Birth to 3 Facebook Page

TeacherEase

https://www.facebook.com/markdenmanelementary
https://il50000642.schoolwires.net/Domain/15
https://www.classdojo.com/
https://www.teacherease.com/
https://www.facebook.com/igrowvercounty/

